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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 029384 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EFIS. PLOS, EC, US 
SUBJECT: SEIZURE OF US TUNA VESSELS 

1. WE DO NOT WISH TO BE IN A POSITION OF "INSTRUCTING" 

THE BOAT OWNERS TO TAKE ACTION WHICH THEY MAY BELIEVE IS 
DETRIMENTAL TO THEIR INTERESTS. WE ARE CONTINUING TO 
URGE THEIR REPRESENTATIVES TO AVOID ANY ACTION WHICH MIGHT 
PROVOKE VIOLENCE OR GOE RETALIATION. 

2. AT A MEETING THIS MORNING WITH THE DEPUTY SECRETARY, 
AUGUST FEE ANDO (ACCOMPANIED BY CONGRESSMAN BOB WILSON 
AMONG OTHERS) ASKED THAT THE USG INTERPOSE ITSELF BY 
STATIONING CONSULAR OFFICERS ABOARD THE VESSELS WITH 
INSTRUCTIONS TO REJECT ANY ATTEMPT BY GOE AUTHORITIES TO 
CONFISCATE CATCH. WE ARE REPLYING TO FELANDO AS 
FOLLOWS: 

3. QUOTE: IN RESPONSE TO YOUR REQUEST OF THIS MORNING, 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE DOES NOT CONSIDER IT APPROPRIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 029384 

IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, OR CONSISTENT WITH NORMAL CONSULAR 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


PRACTICE TO STATION ITS CONSULAR OFFICERS IN SUCH A WAY 
AS TO SEEK TO RESTRAIN ECUADOREAN AUTHORITIES FROM 
ENFORCING ECUADOREAN LAW WITHIN ECUADOREAN TERRITORY. 

HOWEVER, THE DEPARTMENT IS INSTRUCTING OUR AMBASSADOR 
IN QUITO TO STATION CONSULAR PERSONNEL IN SALINAS AND 
MANTA SO THAT THEY WILL BE IN A POSITION TO WITNESS ANY 
ACTION TAKEN BY THE ECUADOREAN AUTHORITIES WITH RESPECT 
TO THE VESSELS, CREWS, OR CONFISCATION OF THE CATCH. 

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAD MADE CLEAR TO THE GOVERNMENT 
OF ECUADOR ITS POSITION THAT THESE SEIZURES OF U.S. 

TUNA VESSELS VIOLATE INTERNATIONAL LAW. HOWEVER, THE 
U.S. GOVERNMENT IS NOT IN A POSITION TO ATTEMPT 
PHYSICALLY TO RESTRAIN OFFICIALS OF THE GOE FROM 
CARRYING OUT ECUADOREAN LAW AND ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS 
WITHIN ECUADOREAN TERRITORY. WHILE WE FULLY SYMPATHIZE 
WITH THE EXTREMELY DIFFICULT POSITION WITH WHICH THE 
AMERICAN FISHERMEN FIND THEMSELVES, WE DO NOT BELIEVE 
THAT THEIR INTERESTS WOULD BE SERVED BY ACTIONS WHICH 
COULD LEAD TO VIOLENCE OR TO RETALIATION BY THE GOE. 

THE DEPARTMENT IS EXPLORING THE VARIOUS LEGAL MEANS BY 
WHICH WE MAY ASSIST IN PROTECTING THEIR RIGHTS AND IN 
FINDING A SATISFACTORY SOLUTION TO THE UNDERLYING 
PROBLEM. END QUOTE. 

4. YOU SHOULD DETAIL ASAP AS MANY OFFICERS AS MAY BE 
NECESSARY TO FULFILL THE "WITNESS" COMMITMENT TO 
FELANDO. YOU SHOULD ALSO CONTINUE THE EFFORT TO PERSUADE 
THE CAPTAINS AND CREWS THAT CONTAMINATING THE CATCH 
OR ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE ECUADOREAN CUSTODY WILL NOT 
SERVE THEIR INTERESTS. KISSINGER 
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